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Cantor Simon and Aliza Spiro 

invite you to join them this summer for  
 

The Song Shul’s Unforgettable  
Musical Journey to England & Scotland 

 
July 30 – August 11, 2023 

 
 

 

Featuring our specialist daily guide 
                    Mark King 

author of the best-selling book 
The Blue Badge Guide’s London Quiz Book 

 
 

A musical and historical, emotional and inspirational experience, 
retracing the footsteps of Jewish history in England and Scotland 
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The Song Shul’s Musical Journey to England and Scotland with Cantor Simon and Aliza Spiro brings to life England’s 
Jewish communities over the centuries, from Medieval to Contemporary Jewish London. Discover birthplaces, 
homes and burial grounds of well-known Jewish Englishmen, explore classic London as well as hidden gems off the 
beaten tourist path, and let MUSIC be a backdrop throughout. Then, continue on to Edinburgh for the magic of 
bonnie Scotland!  With art and architecture, castles and culture, lochs and laughter, synagogues, scotch, and song, 
this is something very special. Come be a part of it and remember it forever! 

THE SONG SHUL’S MUSICAL JOURNEY TO ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND INCLUDES: 
 

9 nights in a Premium room, Melia Whitehouse, Regent’s Park, Central London 

3 nights in a Deluxe room, Hilton Edinburgh Carlton, steps away from the Royal Mile, Edinburgh 

Full English Breakfast Daily in London 

Full Scottish Breakfast Daily in Edinburgh 

Celebratory Welcome Dinner 

Erev Shabbat Dinner 

Shabbat Kiddush Luncheon 

Farewell Banquet 

Three Boxed Lunches 

Formal Full English Tea in a Georgian Mansion in the heart of London 

Airport transfers upon arrival and departure (in conjunction with group flight) 

Transportation from London to Edinburgh 

Fully escorted day trips 

All touring in air-conditioned luxury motor coach with reclining seats, washroom, 
and complimentary bottled water throughout 

 

Personal guiding by renowned London Blue Badge guide, Mark King 

Entrance fees to all sites and attractions as per itinerary 

Tickets to a top West End musical in London 

Tickets to the annual Royal Military Tattoo in Edinburgh 

Fast-track “Skip-The-Line” entry to some of the most popular attractions 

Porterage and tips 

Cantor Simon & Aliza’s many bonus surprises along the way! 
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Saturday night, July 29           TA-TA! CHEERIO!  
We depart Toronto after Shabbat on our Air Canada overnight flight “Across the Pond” to London, England. 
 
DAY 1, Sunday, July 30     WELCOME TO ENGLAND!                  
Arrive in London, one of the most exciting cities in the world. Our adventure begins right away with a visit to Hampton Court 
Palace, one of King Henry VIII’s most favoured residences. Breathe the fresh English air in 
the Royal Gardens, step back in time in the Tudor Kitchens and Cellars, meander through 
the Baroque and Tudor State Apartments and Great Hall, admire the Royal Art Collection, 
and get lost in the famous Maze (the one time you won’t mind getting lost in England). Then, 
as we enter London on the way to our hotel, we enjoy a short, guided panoramic city tour 
by luxury motor coach, seeing highlights such as the majestic Houses of Parliament, the 
thrilling buzz of Piccadilly Circus, the eternal River Thames, and the grandeur of 1,000 years 
of architecture. In the evening at our hotel, you’re invited to Simon and Aliza’s Welcome 
Dinner, with greetings and the first of our musical presentations, Songs About London.             Astronomical Clock 

               at Hampton Court     
DAY 2, Monday, July 31         TOWER, TORTURE, THAMES & TIME    
Full English Breakfast.  Our day begins with Mark’s exciting introduction, with some of his secrets about, and Jewish links to, 
the historic Tower of London, built as royal residence for William the Conqueror, used for many centuries as a prison, for 
torture and beheadings, and which today houses the magnificent Crown Jewels, colourful “Beefeaters”, and ubiquitous 

ravens. From there, we enjoy a panoramic cruise along the Thames River to Greenwich, 
where Mark shares with us highlights of historic Greenwich, including the breathtaking 
Painted Hall at the Old Royal Naval College, the statue of famous Canadian General Wolfe, 
and time-keeping at the Prime Meridian. We finish our afternoon with a visit to Canary 
Wharf, where we see how the West India Docks were transformed (by Toronto’s 
Reichmann brothers) to become today’s upscale residential district. Evening at leisure to 
take in a show, enjoy a concert of the BBC Proms, or experience any of the many fabulous 
offerings of London’s nightlife.  

               Cruise on the Thames 
 

DAY 3, Tuesday, August 1   LORDS, LADIES & KING TUT     
Full English Breakfast. Today we step back in time on a visit to Highclere Castle, home of the Earl and Countess of Carnarvon, 
and location for the filming of the iconic television show Downton Abbey. Enjoy 
majestic Edwardian rooms familiar to fans of the show, see the Egyptian exhibit from 
the 5th Earl of Carnarvon whose financing led to the discovery of King Tut’s tomb, or 
wander the perfectly manicured gardens. Finally, we will be treated to an exclusive 
personal Meet & Greet with the 8th Countess, Lady Carnarvon. Back in London, evening 
at leisure to discover your new favourite restaurant, take in a show, or experience any 
of the many fabulous offerings of London’s nightlife.                 Highclere Castle: “Downtown Abbey” 
 

DAY 4, Wednesday, August 2  WAR, THE WEST END & PROPER ENGLISH TEA 
Full English Breakfast. We spend the morning at the fantastic Imperial War Museum, one of the world’s greatest, where we 

view their new Holocaust Galleries, see Spitfire that won the Battle of Britain, and observe the whole 
of World War II unfolded in front of us. We’ll have free time to explore and lunch in Trafalgar Square, 
after which we tour a magnificent Georgian mansion housing the Institute of Directors in the heart 
of London’s Pall Mall. There, we then sit back and enjoy a full traditional afternoon tea with the lady 
who literally “wrote the book” on tea: Gillian Walnes Perry, author of Please Pass the Scones: A 
Social History of English Afternoon Tea. A musical presentation about tea completes the afternoon. 
(After the dark times of the wars, we now remember the words of the great English dramatist, Sir 
Arthur Wing Pinero: “While there is tea, there is hope.”) In the evening, together we enjoy a 
performance of one of the most popular musicals on London’s West End. 

        Formal English Tea 
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DO YOU LOVE MUSIC?  ART?  HISTORY?  CULTURE?  ARCHITECTURE?  GOOD FOOD? 
JEWISH HERITAGE?  SCOTCH WHISKEY?  LAUGHS AND A LOT OF FUN?!  

THIS TRIP WAS MADE FOR YOU! 

 
DAY 5, Thursday, August 3    PORTSMOUTH & THE TUDOR TIME CAPSULE 

Full English Breakfast. This exciting day takes us to Portsmouth, England’s premier naval base 
and one of the world’s best-known ports, whose history can be traced to Roman times. Mark 
shines a light on the Canadian role in the wider D-Day story as we visit the D-Day Museum, 
Southwick House, the Map Room, and historic Dockyards. We’ll see highlights of National 
Maritime History, like Admiral Nelson’s HMS Victory, and we’ll have the opportunity to view a 
most astounding find: King Henry VIII’s recovered flagship, The Mary Rose, which sank in 1545, 
was raised in 1982, and which serves as a Tudor period time capsule.  Back in London, enjoy 
an evening at leisure with endless things to do! 

HMS Victory 
 
DAY 6, Friday, August 4    THE EAST END and ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL – mit a Jewish twist, already! 
Full English Breakfast. Today is the day you’ll really see why Mark King is called “The Best of the Best” of London tour guides. 
We begin in Spitalfields, London’s multi-cultural melting pot, former home of the Jewish East End and Yiddish Theatre. We’ll 
visit Bevis-Marks Synagogue, England’s oldest shul in continuous use, and we’ll hear about 
the colourful Anglo-Canadian character Morris “Two Gun” Cohen.  After lunch we visit 
London’s famous landmark, St. Paul’s Cathedral, where we’ll learn the wider story of Sir 
Christopher Wren’s magnificent masterpiece, including its surprising Jewish connections! 
After a free afternoon, we enjoy a wonderful Erev Shabbat service at London’s famous Central 
Synagogue, established during Queen Victoria’s reign and in existence for more than 155 
years. Together with the local leaders of the Jewish community, join Aliza and Simon as they 
host a festive traditional Oneg Shabbat dinner with singing, storytelling and memories.                        St. Paul’s Cathedral 
 

 
DAY 7, Saturday, August 5        SHABBAT SHALOM!  
Full English Breakfast. Enjoy a beautiful Shabbat morning service at the magnificent Central 
Synagogue, followed by a celebratory Kiddush Luncheon. The Rabbi, Chazzan, and local 
dignitaries will join us to talk about what’s happening in London’s Jewish community today. 
The rest of the afternoon is at leisure for you to shpatzir in nearby Regent’s Park and London 
Zoo, visit any of London’s world-class museums, or wander and explore central London. (Most 
of London’s museums are free, and our hotel is walking distance to many. Great if you’re 
Shomer Shabbat!)                         Central Synagogue  
 

EVEN IF YOU’VE BEEN TO LONDON BEFORE, THIS TRIP WILL OPEN YOUR EYES TO THINGS YOU’VE NEVER SEEN! 

 
DAY 8, Sunday, August 6     THE MARKET, THE MEWS, THE MUSIC  
Full English Breakfast. This fantastic day begins with an introduction from Mark at the lively, colourful Covent Garden, 

followed by an amazing opportunity to enjoy a private backstage tour of London’s 
iconic venue for opera and ballet: the Royal Opera House. We’ll have free time to 
eat lunch at one of the many outdoor cafes, shop at the famous market, and view 
the many street buskers on the piazza. We then head over to Buckingham Palace 
for a visit to the Royal Mews to see the horses and opulent carriages used for 
coronations, royal weddings, and state funerals. In the evening, we stop at Abbey 
Road for a quick photo op in the footsteps of the Beatles, before continuing on to 
enjoy an evening concert of Popular Songs by British Jewish Songwriters.  

        Buskers in Covent Garden 
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DAY 9, Monday, August 7    SITES ON THE GROUND, VIEWS FROM THE AIR 
Full English Breakfast. This morning we get a private tour in Westminster Abbey, followed by a “Mark King Special”: Big Ben, 

the Houses of Parliament, the Cenotaph, and Downing Street, with stories and background 
info that you’ve never heard before. The afternoon takes us for an exclusive visit to the 
Czech Memorial Scrolls Museum to get an update on the fascinating story behind the 
rescue and renovation of 1,564 Holocaust Torah Scrolls and 400 Torah Binders. After a 
moving musical presentation, we complete the afternoon with a flight in the famous 
London Eye for a spectacular view of the city! Evening at leisure for last minute shopping 
before we head to Scotland, or enjoy one final night out in one of the world’s most exciting 
cities.  

    The London Eye 

 
DAY 10, Tuesday, August 8  FAìLTE GU ALBA (Welcome to Scotland!) 
Full English Breakfast. This morning we catch a high-speed train, traveling first-class to Scotland. At 125 miles an hour, we 
arrive in plenty of time to enjoy an afternoon panoramic tour of Edinburgh. 
We’ll have free time to shop and explore the Royal Mile: Camera Obscura for 
photo buffs; literature fans can enjoy the charming Writers’ Museum which 
celebrates the great Scottish writers Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott, and Robert 
Louis Stevenson. Then, we step down into Edinburgh’s hidden history with an 
underground tour in an area of the historic Old Town which has had a reputation 
for hauntings since at least the 17th century. At night, we experience the 
splendour and pageantry of the annual Royal Military Tattoo, an event that 
people wait a lifetime to see!                    The Royal Military Tattoo 
 
DAY 11, Wednesday, August 9 LATHA SGOINNEIL ANN AN ALBA (A Great Day in Scotland) 

Full Scottish Breakfast. Get ready to visit the Victorian Glenkinchie Distillery to see how real 
Scottish single-malt whiskey is made (and enjoy a wee dram at the end!). From there we continue 
our travels in the Scottish countryside, blanketed with sheep and heather, to the mysterious 
lochs and glens, exploring the history, legends and magical tales of the Scottish Highlands and 
Lowlands. At night back in Edinburgh, we take a Haunted History Ghost Tour in Old Town. 
 

Loch Awe 
 
DAY 12, Thursday, August 10  CASTLES,  CONGREGATION & CABARET 
Full Scottish Breakfast. We begin our day in the famous Edinburgh Castle, the 
inspiration for Harry Potter’s Hogwarts. See The Great Hall, St. Margaret’s Chapel, 
the One o’clock Gun, and more.  We’ll next visit the Royal Yacht Brittania, where 
Queen Elizabeth II hosted kings and presidents, and relaxed on private vacations 
with her family. We tour Holyrood Palace before the evening takes us to our 
Farewell Banquet at Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation. Over a sumptuous dinner, 
we have a chance to meet representatives from the local Scottish Jewish 
community, enjoy a whimsical Scottish music cabaret, savour kosher haggis, and 
drink some l’chaims together!                                      The Palace of Holyrood 
 
Friday, August 11  BEANNACHD LEAT (Shalom u’lehitra’ot!) 
We depart Edinburgh for our direct Air Canada morning flight back to Toronto. Home in time for lunch! 
 

PEERLESS TRAVEL CAN HELP YOU ARRANGE OTHER TRAVEL OPTIONS IF YOU’RE NOT YET READY TO GO HOME. 
Stay in Edinburgh, return to London, or join Cantor Simon & Aliza on the Queen Mary 2 to return to North America.   

The options are endless and the memories last forever! 
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A Note from Cantor Simon and Aliza Spiro 
We have had the privilege of touring with shul friends in Israel, Budapest, Prague, Poland, Germany, 
England, Normandy, Spain, and two Caribbean Cruises. Each trip has been special, allowing us to share 
some amazing experiences and create deep friendships with people who have returned to travel with us 
again and again.  
 
London, where Cantor Simon grew up, was especially memorable, and we are extremely excited to return 
there, this time with an added trip to Scotland. On this unique musical journey, we will be visiting famous 
sites, with exciting musical events throughout. We have a phenomenal team with us, led by Mark King, 
author of the best-seller The Blue Badge Guide’s London Quiz Book. Mark will be with us to offer the 
Jewish story behind what we see, plus unbelievable and little-known facts along the way. 
 
We look forward to once again sharing music, stories, and the history, culture, and Jewish connections of 
England and Scotland. Join us on this one-of-a-kind journey. We can’t wait to share an unforgettable 
experience with you!  

ALL PRICES IN CANADIAN DOLLARS 
Register online at https://bit.ly/3IsarJh 

 
$7,099* LAND ONLY per person/double occupancy 

 
$8,689* LAND & AIR per person/double occupancy  

Special group air package which includes free hotel transfers available through our travel tour operator, Peerless Travel. 
Or you can choose your own flight to join us. Contact Peerless to help secure the right flights for you! 

 
$1,850* SINGLE SUPPLEMENT  

 
REGISTRATION FEE 

$399 Song Shul Member  /   $699 Non-member 
 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
Members of The Song Shul: Book and pay in full by Thursday, March 9, 2023, and your registration fee is waived entirely. 

 
Non-members: Book and pay in full by Thursday, March 9, 2023, and receive a $300 discount. 

 

*ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT – Pay by cash, cheque, or e-transfer 
$6,921 per person/double occupancy (Land only) 
$8,471 per person/double occupancy (Land & Air) 

$1,800 Single Supplement 
 

 
TOUR DOES NOT INCLUDE: Medical/cancellation insurance, any border taxes or visas, transportation to and from the 
airport for those not on group flight, issuing of passports, or any items of a personal nature (including phone calls, laundry, 
excess baggage).  
 
Cantor Simon & Aliza and The Song Shul have gained an excellent reputation leading Musical Journeys. In order to maintain 
this reputation, we wish to advise you that minor changes may be made in the itinerary or the accommodations. These 
changes may occur prior to departure or possibly even during the tour itself. The changes are usually a result of insufficient 
space, changes in site schedules, safety and ease of transportation, or the inability of the supplier to provide services to meet 
our standards. We will make every effort to ensure that any changes made to the tour comply with our highest standards. 
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The Song Shul’s Musical Journey to England and Scotland has a limited number of places available. 

Once we have reached the group capacity, we can not accept any more travelers. 
 

 
To reserve your place today, you may 

EITHER 
Register online at the Peerless website: https://bit.ly/3IsarJh 

OR 
Send in completed form below, along with 

Photocopy of the Personal Information Page from your passport 
(Passports must have a validity of 6 months after the date of return.) 

$900 per person non-refundable deposit. Please write on cheque “For Tour 8106-412” 
Insurance premium if applicable 

Send to Peerless Travel / 7117 Bathurst Street / Suite 200 / Thornhill, ON L4J 2J6 
 

Trip Payment is by cheque, wire, credit card or e-transfer.  
E-transfer to be emailed to accounting@peerlesstravel.com  

with Payment Notes of Full Travelers’ Names and “For Tour 8106-412” 
 

 
LAND & AIR_____   LAND ONLY (I will be arranging my own flights) _____        TOUR 8106-412 
 
Mr. _____     Mrs. _____     Dr. _____     Cantor _____      Rabbi _____     Other __________________________ 

Last Name ____________________________Middle_______________________ First ___________________ 
Name must be the same as on Passport.  

Date of Birth _____________________ Citizenship _____________________________________    

Passport Number ___________________________ Date of Issue _______________  Expiration _____________      

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________ Province/State ______________ Postal/Zip Code _________________  

Phone (home) ______________________ (work) _____________________ (mobile) ______________________  

Email ________________________________________________________    Song Shul Member?  Yes  /  No 

Emergency Contact _________________________________________ Phone Number ______________________ 

 
Please check all that apply: 

____ Food restrictions:  lactose___    gluten___   nuts___   vegetarian___   vegan___   other______________ 

____ I would like my own room (single supplement $1,850) 

____ I would like to share a room with _________________________________________________________  

____ I am celebrating a special occasion during this trip:  Date ________ Occasion __________________ 

Anything else you’d like us to know?__________________________________________________________ 
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TRAVEL INSURANCE WAIVER (TOUR 8106-412) 
Insurance is optional but is very strongly recommended to protect you against cancellation due to illness prior to or during travel. 
Comprehensive insurance can cover medical, personal, baggage, and the unexpected, as these cannot be covered by The Song 
Shul, Cantor Simon & Aliza, or Peerless Travel. Please verify that your personal insurance will cover you for all eventualities on 
your travel. 
 
____ YES, I will purchase travel insurance. A special all-inclusive group insurance policy is available for this trip. To hear about this 
policy or to discuss a different plan, call Etty Orenstein at Peerless Travel, 416-888-2828 x444. 
 
____ NO, I am not interested in receiving the recommended travel insurance. I understand that should I cancel, penalties will 
apply. 
 
____ I will purchase travel insurance on my own.  
 
Name (please print): __________________________________________________________________________  
 
Signature: ________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________  
 
PAYMENT:  
____ I will pay by cash or cheque made payable to Peerless Travel 

____ I prefer to pay by credit card: (circle one)     MasterCard     Visa      American Express  

Card number ____________________________________________ Expiration _________________________  

 

I have reviewed the Terms & Conditions, and Cancellation Policy below ____________________________________(name) 

 
PEERLESS TRAVEL TERMS & CONDITIONS and CANCELLATION POLICY 
All passengers must review the Full Terms of service here: http://www.peerlesstravel.com/terms-of-service 
These full terms of service will govern on all matters not specifically mentioned below. The customer acknowledges that the 
customer and anyone for whom the customer requests the Agency to make travel arrangements have been directed to review the 
terms and conditions of the suppliers of the travel services included in the travel arrangements made by the Agency, airlines, and 
tour operators. This includes but is not limited to baggage allowances, check-in times, age and height restrictions, etc.  
 
GENERAL CONDITIONS 

1. All prices are in Canadian dollars 
2. No Business or Premium class upgrades are permitted if an Economy seat is purchased as part of the Group. If you are 

looking to upgrade or travel on different dates, please book “Land Only” and call Peerless for individual air arrangements. 
3. Please provide your Aeroplan number upon registration, or directly to Air Canada upon check-in. 
4. The airline assigns seating at a later stage, thus seating preferences are not guaranteed. 

 
PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
Non-refundable deposit of $900 per person is due upon registration.  
Registration fee is due upon booking. (Please see page 6 for reduced Song Shul member rate and Early Bird discount.)  
Final payment is due by Thursday, April 20th to lock in this special rate. 
 
PRICE INCREASES: Contract allows price increases prior to final payment. No price increases* if paid in full. Until full payment is 
received, prices may increase up to 7% to cover unforeseen costs and/or currency fluctuations.  If the total price of the travel 
services is increased and the cumulative price is more than 7%, then the customer has a right to cancel and get a full refund.  

*If you booked the Land & Air Package: Group airfare with Air Canada is based on a minimum of 10 passengers paying for 
the group flight. If the Air minimum is not reached, the Air will be ticketed individually and the cost may increase based on 
prices at the time of ticketing. Rest assured that we at Peerless Travel will find the best possible price for alternative flights 
for you. 
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CANCELLATION POLICY   
Cancellations before May 4th, 2023 will incur cancellation penalty of 50% of the cost of the tour package.  
Cancellations between May 4th and May 25th will incur cancellation penalty of 75% of the cost of the tour package. 
Cancellations after May 25th, 2023 are fully non-refundable. 
CANCELLATION NOTICES WILL BE ACCEPTED ONLY VIA EMAIL TO etty@peerlesstravel.com or alizasara@aol.com. 
 
VISA  
A visa is not required for passengers travelling with passports from Canada, USA or EU. For all other passport holders, please 
contact Peerless Travel. 
 
TRAVEL HEALTH POLICY 
Peerless Travel, The Song Shul, and Cantor Simon and Aliza Spiro will not assume any responsibility whatsoever for any passenger 
not having the correct documentation, and no refunds will be made. 
  
TRAVEL INSURANCE  
The customer acknowledges that the Agency has recommended that the customer buy travel insurance and the customer confirms 
that the customer has advised anyone for whom the customer requests the Agency make travel arrangements, of that 
recommendation to buy travel insurance. Each traveler is responsible for purchasing his/her own Travel Insurance Coverage. In 
case of trip cancellation or interruption, lost luggage, accident, theft, medical / injury, and other circumstances not mentioned, the 
traveler accepts that the Agency and their travel operator partners are not responsible nor liable for the same.  
 
** IMPORTANT: The customer and anyone for whom the customer requests the Agency to make travel arrangements, shall be 
responsible to ensure that they have all necessary travel documentation, including, vaccination certificates, visas, a passport (valid 
until 6 months after the expected return date), and parental consents to travel with minors required by any destination to which 
they are traveling or through which they will transit. The customer and anyone for whom the customer requests the Agency to 
make travel arrangements acknowledges that even with the required documentation and information in his/her possession s/he 
may be refused entry into another country at either the point of departure or arrival. 
 
The customer shall be responsible for notifying the Agency of any special requirements regarding the travel arrangements, including 
the type of seating/accommodation required and dietary requirements of the customer or anyone for whom the customer requests 
the Agency to make travel arrangements, at the time of booking the travel arrangements. the Agency will make travel suppliers 
aware of such requests and customers shall be responsible for any additional costs for such requests, however, the Agency shall 
not be responsible for any failure to provide such services by the travel suppliers. The Agency shall not be liable for any damage or 
loss suffered by the customer or anyone for whom the customer requests the Agency to make travel arrangements, including the 
inability to use any of the travel services, as a result of failing to comply with this section.  
  
The registration form is binding from the date the deposit/payment is received. 
 
PAYMENT FOR TRAVEL SERVICES & PROCESSING FEES AND NON-REFUNDABLE AMOUNTS 
Customers shall be responsible for payment of all travel services and payment shall be made to the Agency. Customers shall be 
responsible for payment of all processing fees and payment shall be made to the Agency. Customers shall be responsible for 
payment of all deposits and payment shall be made to the Agency. Deposits and Admin Fees are non-refundable regardless of 
whether the travel services are supplied or used and regardless of why the travel services are not supplied or used.  
 
 
The Song Shul, Cantor Simon and Aliza Spiro, and Peerless Travel act only as agents for the tour members in arranging hotels, 
transportation, touring, restaurants, or any other services in connection with the itinerary. We will exercise reasonable care in 
making such arrangements. However, we do not assume any liability whatsoever for any injury, damage, loss, accident, delay or 
irregularity to person and property because of an act of default of any hotel, airline carrier, restaurant, company, or person rendering 
any of the services included in the tour. The right is reserved to cancel or change itineraries, speakers or scholars or operations staff 
or to substitute comparable service without notice. The right is reserved to decline to accept or retain any tour passenger should 
such person’s health or general deportment impede the operation of the tour to the detriment of the other tour passengers. 
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MEET OUR INCREDIBLE TEAM FOR THE SONG SHUL’S MUSICAL JOURNEY TO ENGLAND & SCOTLAND! 

 

 
Mark King is a renowned London Blue Badge tour guide with a deep interest in London’s ever-changing 
story. With both parents having arrived in the UK on Kindertransport, Mark has a particular passion for 
celebrating the contribution and conflicts of London’s Jewish community. A graduate 
of the University of Oxford with a degree in Modern History and Modern Languages, 
Mark is a Life Fellow of the British Guild of Tourist Guides, following two years as 
Chairman (2016-2018). He has been honoured by the Institute of Tourist Guiding for 
outstanding contribution to the tour guiding community during the Covid-19 
Pandemic.   
 

Mark is the author of the best-selling book The Blue Badge Guide’s London Quiz 
Book. Available at www.amazon.ca. We are thrilled to have him as our guide! 
 
 
Maria Theodore is the Director of our London Operations. She is a brilliant, energetic, and absolutely 
lovely person who will be with us throughout our England travels. Her knowledge of London’s hotspots 
is unsurpassed, from hairdressers to getting top restaurant reservations. She was with us for our 2014 
London tour, and everyone fell in love with her.  You will, too! 
 
 

 
Leo Nicholson is our Musical Director and Accompanist. Pianist extraordinaire, Leo studied at London’s 
Royal Academy of Music and at Trinity Laban Conservatoire. He has won numerous classical piano 
competitions and has also established a name for himself in London’s Musical Theatre scene. Leo was 
with us in 2014 and we are blessed to have him with us again.  Just wait until you hear what he does 
with only ten fingers and only 88 keys. Plus, he is simply So. Much. Fun! 
 
 

 
Artzi Karostelev is Executive Vice President of Peerless Travel, one of Canada’s largest independent 
travel agencies. With over 70 qualified consultants, Peerless Travel offers a unique approach to travel 
services. Artzi is working directly with us to ensure that this spectacular trip meets the high standard 
that we have set for all of The Song Shul’s Musical Journeys. 

7117 Bathurst Street 
 Suite 200 

  Thornhill, ON L4J 2J6 
 416-888-2828 

TICO #3319273 
 

 
Travel questions? Call Peerless! 

Have questions about the tour itself? Get them answered directly! 
Contact Aliza Spiro at alizasara@aol.com or phone The Song Shul 416-789-0999 

to schedule a one-on-one information meeting with Cantor Simon and Aliza. 
 


